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According to legend, Sir Isaac Newton, credited for developing the three laws of motion, 

calculus, and research on universal gravitation, was once so distracted by his work that 

instead of timing his boiling egg for a meal, he boiled his watch while he absentmindedly 

kept time with his egg. 

Truly, those that are enthralled and fascinated by the natural world attend to little else, and 

the 1000 young scholars that attended CSI3’s 4th Annual Stem in Action Conference, like 

Newton, could not be deterred from the wealth of knowledge and the spirit of inquiry avail-

able to them. Even though they were tempted with a lunch of sandwiches, cookies, chips, 

and drinks, the young STEM students-in-the-making could not tear themselves away from the 

activities. 

“All right everyone, please come to lunch!” rang out the command, but the call was ignored. 

Instead, the students joyfully and enthusiastically busied themselves with jumping and racing 

for their Astronaut Training regimens, piloting Mars Rovers, making hands-on discoveries about the stars, and testing theories 

and principles of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. 

Those young scholars encircled and permeated the entirety of CSU Dominguez Hills’ Loker Student Union North Lawn, each one 

more eager and curious than the last. Back and forth, to and from, they raced to the next activity. Frequently, the students 

would encounter the satellite Mobile Fab Labs where they experienced technologies with marvelous real-world applications. 

For Yander Grajeda, a senior Fab Lab technician, the entire experience was devoted to the young students and helping them 

relate technology to their everyday lives: “I want them to see that science is not just lab coats and goggles,” he commented 

while holding aloft an electronic scanner that could rapidly produce a digital image of any object. “They should see that 

[Science and Engineering] is all about helping them to break down and to reconstruct; to live harmoniously. Really, this tech-

nology is a new Renaissance.” 

Echoing Grajeda’s sentiments, his colleagues, Maria Joyas, STEM Scholar, and Monika Angel, STEM Scholar, could not help but 

agree. Angel pointed at the devices under her care and affirmed, “We want to motivate them to think that anything is possi-

ble.” She added, chuckling, “Yes, even getting through their STEM classes; they might seem hard, but they can be fun!” 

Nodding her head energetically, Joyas supplied, “We want to encourage them to be interested in STEM. Personally, I want to 

inspire them to be engineers.” 

Young scholars tracking the 3D printer’s 
creation process.
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Indeed, the Fab Labs seemed to carry a weightier air of amazement as the young scholars were guided to watch the 3D 

Printers create space-themed objects. Their eyes followed the various machinations of the technologies therein, watching as 

ideas became reality: Youthfully enthusiastic, yes, but also full of curious 

wonder. 

That wondrous solemnity ignited into excited gasps, though, as students 

flooded the hands-on and tangible main event’s exhibits. Indeed, they 

seemed to embody the Conference itself: Each new joyous laugh indicated 

that they were taking part of the Scientific World, and they wanted anyone 

that was watching to see them participating and sharing in it. And all of the 

exhibits happily shared whatever knowledge that they could, all for the sake 

of capturing the young scholars’ imagination and, in some cases, their developing determination to succeed. 

So opined Isaac Batty, 2018 STAR Resident, the administrator of the Constellation Circuits exhibit, when he confidently echoed 

one of the Conference’s goals for STEM studies: “We want [the youth] to see what looks intimidating and abstract and see 

what is worthwhile in it. Actually, I want them to jump personally into Science, and we at the conference are seeking to 

motivate them; if they meet us, we will meet them.” 

Batty, presiding over what he considered one of the more challenging exhibits at 

the conference, seemed resolute in his goals to ensure that all of the students 

could enjoy a tangible scientific experience. Just prior to him resuming his work 

with the students, he smiled knowingly: An accessible STEM education and the 

students were, like the circuits he was minding, “Not much apart – but together, 

they combine to create.”

The Conference was accompanied by a true-to-life energy and vitality that can 

only be described as palpable. And, like a celestial body,

student inquiry and enthusiasm blazed brightly as each one of the 1000 young 

scholars felt empowered to participate and to realize their own role in a technolog-

ically developing world. No matter their age or background, they were all encouraged to see themselves as STEM participants; 

Yes, Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics could excite and thrill them, and yes, they had the means and the 

wherewithal to achieve. 
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“I WANT THEM TO JUMP 
PERSONALLY INTO SCIENCE.”
-ISAAC BATTY
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1000 Young STEM Scholars-in-Training cheer on 

Jimmy Pascascio and LaMar Queen of Music 

Notes, an educational music company.

Scholars in action at the constellation circuits exhibit. 



Dr. Hamdan, CSI³ Director 

CSI³ Team
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As both Cristal Negron 2018 STAR Resident, and Qianna Young 2018 SSETI Teacher, eloquently 

claimed as they worked to set up the Discovery Dome®, “We want them to go home and 

explore; we want them to ask questions of the things around them every day.”

Even a casual observer could see that the entire event was guided and overseen by an intense 

and genuine desire to harness and give agency to the 1000 young scholars’ desire for a STEM 

education that traveled beyond their textbooks. The apparent “spirit of the conference” embod-

ied an honest enthusiasm for young scholars’ learning; they could absolutely achieve success in 

the STEM fields; they, too, should feel inspired and capable of participating in the scientific world. 

The event’s energy, excitement, and fervor could be best captured by recalling Dr. Kamal 

Hamdan’s words of introduction with which the 4th Annual STEM in Action conference began: 

“The team has worked so hard to help you celebrate so many things; to celebrate you, the 

future; the greatest scientists and mathematicians; engineers, astronauts, and doctors - You all 

have what it takes.”

The gathered 1000 all listened with hushed breaths.

“Let us celebrate life and hope for a bright future. Let the show begin!”

1000 voices, cheering in unison, await a STEM future that they now know 

that they can build.

“LET US CELEBRATE LIFE AND 
HOPE FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE.”
-KAMAL HAMDAN

“LET US CELEBRATE LIFE AND 
HOPE FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE.”
-DR. KAMAL HAMDAN
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WE’VE GOT BIG IDEAS TO MAKE L.A. THE BEST PLACE TO 

EMPOWER TEACHERS TO EMPOWER STUDENTS FOR THE 

FUTURE OF STEM. CHECK OUT OUR 

PROPOSAL FOR THE #MYLA2050ACTIVATIONCHALLENGE 

AND VOTE FOR US TO WIN $200K AND A PARTNERSHIP 

WITH @LA2050 TO MAKE OUR VISION HAPPEN! 

VOTING IS OPEN 6/19-6/29.


